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About OISR.ORG

OISR.ORG is an abbreviated URL address 
http://oisr.org for the Website of the Ohara 
Institute for Social Research.  OISR.ORG is 
also used as a “nickname” of the Website. 
OISR.ORG was started in December 1996 
and now provides a wide range of data and 
information on the materials possessed by 
the Ohara Institute as well as on its 
publications. 

http://oisr.org/


History of the Ohara Institute

The Ohara Institute for Social Research, founded in 
1919, is one of the oldest research institutes in the 
fields of social science in Japan. The institute took 
its name from its founder, Magosaburo Ohara, a 
business magnate from Kurashiki, Okayama 
Prefecture. In 1949, the institute became affiliated 
with Hosei University. In March 1986, the Institute 
changed its status from an independent foundation 
to an integral part of Hosei University and moved 
from the Fujimi campus (at the center of Tokyo) to 
the university's new Tama campus (in the western 
surburbs of Tokyo). 





Four kinds of database resources

Bibliographic Databases
Primary Materials Databases
Image Databases
Databases of Contents of Published 
Materials by the Ohara Institute



Databases of OISR.ORG (1): 
Bibliographic Databases

The construction of bibliographic databases started 
in 1988, 8 years before the start of the Website.
Articles Database: It contains about 186,000 entries 
of journal article titles in the areas of social and labor 
issues.
Books Databases:  One database covers Japanese 
books (about 115,000 entries), and the other covers 
books in foreign languages (about 48,000 entries).  





Databases of OISR.ORG (2): Primary 
Materials Databases (the interwar period )

Database of Materials collected by the Ohara 
Institute: It contains digitalized information of 
file or document titles (about 13,600 entries).  
(In each file or document, a set of single primary materials are 
contained)

List of Kyochokai (Harmonization Society) 
materials: This is not a database but a 
massive list of primary materials titles. Each 
item in the list is linked to about 76,000 PDF 
images of primary materials in the 1920s and 
30s. (the list is based on 114 reels of Kyochokai Microfilms)







Primary materials in the postwar 
period

Database of primary materials in this period 
is not available on the website yet.
OISR.ORG provides 10 lists of selected 
primary materials.
They were created based on  particular 
donations (e.g., Sakisaka Itsuro, Kasuga 
Shojiro) and/or particular topics (Sanbetsu 
Kaigi, Peace and anti-nuclear armament 
movements). 



Databases of OISR.ORG (3): Image 
Databases

The Ohara institute possesses many posters 
and stickers.  On-line Databases provide 
images of about 3,100 posters and stickers of 
social, labor and political movements. 
The “Prewar Poster Database” covers 2700 
posters and stickers, and the “Postwar Poster 
Database covers 1400 posters and stickers. 
These posters and stickers are also shown in 
the “slide show” format. 







Databases of OISR.ORG (3): Image 
Databases (Continued)

Photo Database contains about 1,000 entries 
of photo information and provides images of 
500 photos (the photos available on-line are 
those taken in the interwar period). 
“Correspondence” (shokan) Database 
contains information of 5,300 letters of social 
movement activists in the Institute’s 
possession and provides images of about 
400 letters. 







Databases of OISR.ORG (4): Contents 
of Published Materials by the Ohara 
Institute

Chronological Tables of Social and Labour 
Movements (1995) Database: It contains all 
texts of the chronological tables (from 1858 to 
1995, about 40,000 entries). (the data from 1996 to 
2005 were added to the database later)

When a keyword(s) is entered, it 
automatically creates a chronological table, 
picking up entries which contain a selected 
keyword(s). 



Databases of OISR.ORG (4): Contents 
of Published Materials by the Ohara 
Institute (Continued)

“Historical Mateirals on Japanese Social 
Movements” Series Index Database: It 
contains information of article titles of 35 re-
printed journals (21,623 entries). The 
contents of articles themselves are not 
available on the web yet. 







English Translation of Poster and 
Sticker Titles

Images of Japanese Labor and Social 
Movement in Pre-1945 Japan (1): Industrial 
Safety, Public Health, Cleanliness: Industrial 
Welfare Association (Sangyo Fukuri Kyokai) 
Posters (about 100 posters)
Images of Japanese Labor and Social 
Movement in Pre-1945 Japan (2): Election 
campaign posters (about 180 posters) 



English Translation of Poster and 
Sticker Titles (continued)

Images of Japanese Labor and Social 
Movement in Pre-1945 Japan (3): Posters 
and Stickers of Farmers' Movements (about 
100 posters) 
Images of Japanese Labor and Social 
Movement in the Post-1945 Japan: Posters 
and Stickers of Labor Unions (about 400 
posters) 











The Ohara Memorabilia Collection

Memorabilia are such things as flags, badges 
and banners connected with organizations 
and famous persons. The Ohara Institute’s 
memorabilia collection also includes 
documents such as diaries and party 
membership lists. 
The Memorabilia Collection lists them 
according to persons and organizations and 
shows their images and English as well as 
Japanese titles. 





Thank you for listening to the Presentation
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